Vaginal hysterectomy was performed on February 1, 1893, with the assistance of Dr. Godson and Dr. Sequeira, the latter of whom was at that time Resident Accoucheur at the London Hospital. The patient made a good recovery. A portion of the body of the uterus was sent to the Clinical Research Association for examination, and Mr. Targett's report on it was as follows: " The growth of the uterus is a columnarcelled carcinoma of the body of the villous type. It has deeply invaded the mnuscular substance." I saw this patient at my house on June 8, 1900, more than seven years after the operation, and she was then quite well. This year (1908) she wrote to Dr. Godson reporting herself to be well, and he very kindly sent on the letter (dated January 31, 1908) to me. It will be seen that it is fifteen years since the operation, and she remains free from recurrence.
At the present time I am inclined to prefer abdomuinal hysterectomy by Wertheim's method to vaginal hysterectomy, even in cases of carcinoma of the body of the uterus, unless the patient's age or general condition contraindicates the more severe operation.
(The section of the growth reported on by Mr. Targett was shown at the meeting.) DISCUSSION. Dr. GODSON felt that he was himself also to be congratulated on this very happy result for having selected Dr. Lewers to perform the operation for him, instead of doing it himself as had been requested of him. Dr. Lewers had already at that time achieved a well-earned reputation for his skill and success in this particular operation, while he (Dr. Godson) recognized his own inexperience, having but once performed it; so, in the interest of the patient, he became the assistant instead of the operator. She had been under his observation since July, 1892, when he saw her in consultation with Mr. Stott, for almost constant loss of blood, which had been going on, more or less, for upwards of two years, latterly alternating with gushes of purulent discharge, preceded by severe pain; so that the symptoms of the disease had existed for nearly, if not quite, three years before the operation. Under these circumstances it seemed remarkable that there had been no recurrence. Fifteen years was a long time to be free, from such, but by no means the longest known to Dr. Godson. On May 21, 1883, he removed with the wire ecraseur a cauliflower growth of the portio vaginalis, along with about i in. to 4 in. of healthy tissue above it, from a woman aged 37; the uterus was fixed at the time of the operation by hardness in the left lateral fornix, which was thought to be due to malignant infiltration. It, however, cleared up entirely after the operation, and the patient made a complete recovery; and she came to see him on May 21 last in perfect health to report herself, on the twenty-fifth anniversary of the operation. Sir John Williams had what was removed, and described it in his Harveian Lectures as a true cauliflower excrescence, which proved microscopically to be a squamous epithelioma growing apparently from the surface covered by transitional epithelipm."
The PRESIDENT (Dr. Herbert Spencer) said that the specimen exhibited showed unmistakably under the microscope that it was malignant, and it was satisfactory to hear that the patient was well after fifteen years. Cancer of the body of the uterus was, however, much less malignant than cancer of the cervix, and it would be interesting if sections of Dr. Godson's case of cervical cancer, which had remained well for twenty-five years, could be shown before the Society.
A Fibroid Tumour of the Ovary.
By MARY SCHARLIEB, M.S.
A. H., MARRIED, aged 31, complained of pain in the abdomen about the level of the umbilicus; duration eighteen months, frequently accompanied by vomiting; relieved by lying down.
Exatitination.-Abdomen normal. Per vaginarn there is a hard, smooth, globular swelling in the left posterior fornix, and the fundus
